LORD CLIVE                          CHAP.

that the latter was determined to make a vigorous
effort to regain the position she had lost in the Car-
natie. Clive had received repeated orders to return to
Madras, and he was sincerely desirous to do so, but he
knew that if he left the government of Chandernagore
unfettered behind him, the English settlements would
soon be wrested from the feeble hands of Mr. Drake.
All the advantages gained by the expedition would
then be lost. The capture of Chandernagore would,
on the other hand, secure the English in Bengal from
the attack of any European enemy; and there was
ample time to take the place and leave Calcutta
before the monsoon broke. Clive, however, had reason
to fear that the French would join the Nawab in
an attempt to crush the English ; and he was unwilling
to risk the chances of a fight with their combined forces.
From the first he frankly stated his opinion that the
choice lay between an immediate attack on Chandernagore
and an armistice with the French, and tie warned the
government of Fort William that if they adopted the
former alternative, war with Surajah Dowlah would
follow. "If," he wrote, "you attack Chandernagore, you
cannot stop there, you must go farther. Having estab-
lished yourselves by force, and not by the consent of the
Nawab, he by force will endeavour to drive you out
again." These considerations, and a. personal dislike to
service in Bengal, induced Clive to favour the conclusion
of a treaty of neutrality with the French.
After the recapture of Calcutta, the Governor of
Chandernagore proposed that the neutrality which had
always existed between the two countries in Bengal
should be formally confirmed. But the English insisted